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To learn more about out organization you can check out our website 
You can also donate to our organization with this link
For any more questions, email outreach@thehiddendream.org
Follow our Socials to keep in touch with The Hidden Dream 

WHAT IS THE HIDDEN DREAM? Founded in 2019 as a Facebook group and
rebranded in 2020, The Hidden Dream raises awareness of the countless struggles
faced by visa immigrants, shares resources, and creates a community to uplift those
affected by the broken US immigration system. We recognize and support all
immigrant communities and are happy to share our resources with any immigration
resource organizations! (We currently specialize in resources for visa dreamers however,
we also serve dependent visa spouses, international students, and mixed status families.)

WHO ARE VISA DREAMERS? Visa Dreamers are young immigrants who came to the
US legally and have legal status in the US. However, just because they have legal
status does not mean they are safe. Due to the lack of resources and the long wait
times for visa approvals, most visa dreamers lose their status. 
(Other names for Visa Dreamers include Dependent Visa Students, Childhood Visa
arrivals, or Documented Dreamers)

HOW CAN I HELP? 

@thehiddendream@thehiddendream@_thehiddendream_ @_thehiddendream_

https://twitter.com/_TheHiddenDream
https://www.tiktok.com/@thehiddendream
https://www.instagram.com/_thehiddendream_/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/thehiddendream/
https://thehiddendream.org/
https://thehiddendream.org/
https://thehiddendream.org/donate/
https://www.tiktok.com/@thehiddendream
https://www.instagram.com/_thehiddendream_/
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How should one time the switch from a dependent
visa to an F-1 visa to avoid aging out?

Check the processing times on USCIS! A good rule of thumb is to plan it out
well in advance: for now, that looks like applying a year prior to aging out at
MINIMUM - some cases take up to 13-14 months to process, so earlier would
be better. In the meantime, get a status-approved I-20 and talk to your
designated student official at your school's international student office.

What should I check before filing the F1? 

Check with your school's international student office to see if you can get a
post-completion OPT, and how difficult or easy the process will be. This is an
extremely important benefit that will allow you to work in U.S. for up to a
year after you graduate!

What are the most common mistakes people make
when filing for an F-1?

Many make mistakes trying  to avoid the filing fee or during the process of
mailing in the application. For those who take on the process without legal
counsel, make sure you have proof of maintenance of status(docs proving
your parents status, H4 docs, and a birth certificate with a valid translation) as
well as new docs needed for a change of status: your I-20, admission letter
from your institution, and your financial documents.

Should I choose to go through consular processing
or a change of status?

 Change of status is MUCH BETTER, as you will remain in the United States
and have more ways to fight back if denied. For consular processing, you will
be by yourself and approval can be extremely arbitrary. The officer can easily
take issue with "intent to remain" - meaning they believe your end goal is to
stay in the U.S, rather than return to your home country.
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Can I travel/study abroad while on my parent's
green card application?

Yes! This should be fine for the most part - make sure to check with a legal
expert or immigration lawyer before you make any serious decisions, however.

My F-1 visa has been denied and I'm past 21! Is
there anything I can do?

Short answer: you need to think about leaving. You can file motions to
reconsider, but immediately after a denial, you are entering a period of
unauthorized stay. However, getting denied for an F-1 is fairly rare - check back
over your application for possible mistakes. 

Does having an EAD affect my F-1 application?

Typically, no. However, problems might arise if you go abroad for a consular
interview and they believe that the EAD indicates a desire to build a career in
the United States - and therefore stay permanently, making it hard to prove
that you do not plan to remain in the U.S.
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Are there any exemptions to the H1-B cap?

Yes! Working for a nonprofit affiliated with a post-secondary institution
is a way to get around the cap. You won't be subject to the lottery either. This
is commonly seen in research positions, teaching positions, or even just any
university employee.

If I don't land the H1-B lottery, are there other
options to stay?

Continuing your stay with an F-1 is the first option, especially since you can
start working with the F-1's Curricular Practical Training(CPT) from day 1.
However, if you use the consular process in the future, they might interpret
immediate employment negatively.

Are there any other visa options I should consider?

The O-1 visa for Individuals with Extraordinary Ability or Achievement can be
great if you qualify. The J-1 Exchange Visitor visa is a broader category that
contains people from nannies to doctors, and can encompass researchers and
scholars as well. There are also religious worker visas,
entertainment/artist/athlete visas, and managerial/executive visas. These can
all be good options depending on your specific situation!

I am a minor in an abusive household. Is there any
way I can gain control over my own status?

It's always a good idea to seek out a teacher or counselor first - but remember
that they are mandatory reporters of child abuse. As for visas: A U visa is a 5
year program, ending with a green card,  that requires a police report and a
police, judge, or prosecutor to advocate for you. Special Immigrant Juvenile
Status can vary by state, but it is usually the better option. This process usually
happens through a social worker or CPS worker, and gets you a green card in
just a year. 
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What's a national interest waiver?

It's a method of obtaining a green card without a job offer! However, you must
demonstrate specials skills, interests, or abilities that will benefit the United
States nationally. However, the waiver doesn't get rid of the wait times under
the EB1/EB2 classifications.

My employer is stalling my green card application.
Is there anything I can do?

Unfortunately, usually not. This is yet another area where the failings of the
immigration system are apparent. Taking legal action and filing a lawsuit might
be the only recourse, but this is obviously not realistic for most.

Will getting married to a US citizen negatively affect
my green card application?

Typically, there shouldn't be any additional scrutiny. For most interviewers, it's
about the vibe check: how you and your spouse present yourselves and
whether it seems like you know each other well. 


