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To learn more about out organization you can check out our website 
You can also donate to our organization with this link
For any more questions, email outreach@thehiddendream.org
Follow our Socials to keep in touch with The Hidden Dream 

WHAT IS THE HIDDEN DREAM? Founded in 2019 as a Facebook group and
rebranded in 2020, The Hidden Dream raises awareness of the countless struggles
faced by visa immigrants, shares resources, and creates a community to uplift those
affected by the broken US immigration system. We recognize and support all
immigrant communities and are happy to share our resources with any immigration
resource organizations! (We currently specialize in resources for visa dreamers however,
we also serve dependent visa spouses, international students, and mixed status families.)

WHO ARE VISA DREAMERS? Visa Dreamers are young immigrants who came to the
US legally and have legal status in the US. However, just because they have legal
status does not mean they are safe. Due to the lack of resources and the long wait
times for visa approvals, most visa dreamers lose their status. 
(Other names for Visa Dreamers include Dependent Visa Students, Childhood Visa
arrivals, or Documented Dreamers)

HOW CAN I HELP? 

@thehiddendream@thehiddendream@_thehiddendream_ @_thehiddendream_

https://twitter.com/_TheHiddenDream
https://www.tiktok.com/@thehiddendream
https://www.instagram.com/_thehiddendream_/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/thehiddendream/
https://thehiddendream.org/
https://thehiddendream.org/
https://thehiddendream.org/donate/
https://www.tiktok.com/@thehiddendream
https://www.instagram.com/_thehiddendream_/


Try and make your essays school-specific.
Have others read over and edit your essays.
Focus on YOU! Being authentic is often the most powerful way
to write.

Share your story: try to focus on personal growth. This may be
about your immigration struggles, this may not be. But work to show
the best version of yourself.

Other tips:

Essays

APPLICATION
Don't fill out an International

Student application!
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Your status as a student heavily depends on the school.
Some will treat you as a "partial" international student and
consider you for scholarships offered by the school.
Some will consider you "in-state" if you're able to prove residency
of your home state.

Unless specifically directed to, there may be no need at all to fill out an international
student application. Don't shoot yourself in the foot.

Make sure that your identification information matches between
your high school, the College Board, and Common App.



TUITION
Will I qualify for in-state tuition?

 

When reach out to your school, make sure that
you:

Short answer: you may have to fight for it.
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GENERAL
TIPS Affordability and graduating debt-free should

be a priority, unless you KNOW your family has the
means to pay for a school.
Always fill out a college's financial aid calculator to
determine if you'll be able to afford a school! It can
be heartbreaking to get into dream schools you
can't go to because of tuition.

Each school is different.
 In most cases, you likely will be able to receive in-state tuition if the school is aware

of your situation - proof of residency for a certain # of years will be enough. You
can fight for it by emailing your school's Financial Aid office to discuss your options.

 

DON'T take no for an answer! If you've lived in that state, you deserve the
in-state tuition.
Explain your situation clearly. Sometimes, the financial aid officers may just
need more clarification.
 In certain states/schools, a simple residency affidavit will quality you.
This is a form offered by your school that makes it much more
straightforward to obtain in-state tuition. Call your school and ask them if
they offer this document!

Many schools change their policy after you age out of the system, so talk to your
counselor well ahead of your 21st birthday.



FINANCIAL
AID

Boston College

Brown University

Georgetown University

University of Chicago

Not Need Blind Colleges

Stanford University

Pomona College

Penn State

Duke University

Cornell University

Columbia University

Dartmouth University

Carnegie Mellon University

California Institute of
Techonology

New York University

COLLEGES THAT GIVE HIGH AMOUNTS
OF AID TO INTERNATIONAL STUDENTS

Harvard

Yale

Need-Blind Colleges

Amherst

Princeton

MIT
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Need-aware:

N E E D - B L I N D  V S  N E E D - A W A R E

○ Colleges that are need-aware take financial need into account when offering admissions.

○ For need-aware colleges, filling out a CSS profile(a financial aid application) can notoriously lower

your chances of admissions.

○ Some of the most popular need-aware colleges include: Auburn University, Bates College, Carleton

College, Clemson University, Colgate University, Loyola Marymount University, Northeastern University,

Smith College, Tufts University, Washington University in St. Louis, Wesleyan University

○ Colleges that are need-blind DO NOT consider financial need as a factor in admissions.

○ Although some need-blind colleges do meet all demonstrated financial need, many do not -

make sure you do your research on your school's tuition policy!

○ You can find a full list of all need-blind colleges in the US by clicking this link.

Need-blind:

https://blog.prepscholar.com/need-blind-colleges-list


Often, scholarships are restricted to permanent residents and US.
citizens - especially merit-based ones. 
These outside scholarships are good options for visa immigrants:
Immigrantsrising.org, Dreamers Roadmap, Dream.US, local businesses,
merit-based scholarship at your university, THD Scholarship
Sometimes, a good bet for a scholarship will be through scholarships
for international students: here's a good website to help you look for
scholarships.
Some notable FULL-RIDE merit-based scholarships that don't
require permanent residency/citizenship are offered at: Washington
University in St. Louis, University of Maryland, the University of North
Carolina, Duke University, University of Houston, University of Kentucky,
University of Pittsburgh, University of Louisville, Michigan State
University, University of Rochester, and UT Austin. 
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SCHOLARSHIPS

GENERAL TIPS

REMEMBER:
It's true that being classified as international and/or being on
a visa can sometimes impact admissions, but focus on what
you can control. What college you go to often doesn't matter

as much as you and your peers think. 

https://www.internationalstudent.com/scholarships/search/

